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of all the peasants of India. The entire social structure of India
is based on the spinning-wheel.
I have heard that you Patidars do not treat the untoucha-
bles properly. If you look upon yourselves as Kshatriyas, you are
not entitled to use force against the untouchables, to browbeat
them, to practise the barbaric law of buying much labour for a
small payment. The Gita asks you to keep the gods pleased:
"The gods will give you rain, if you keep them pleased". The
gods are not in heaven. For you, they are among the untouchables;
they belong to the labouring class. The poverty-stricken people
of India are her gods. Religion without compassion is a fraud.
Compassion is at the very root of religion and one who forsakes
it, forsakes God; one who forsakes the poor forsakes everything.
If we do not look after the poor and the untouchables, we are
sure to perish,
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 25-1-1925